
MOOR MEDIEVAL: STARTING POINTS 

 

Archaeological approaches 

P. Newman, The field archaeology of Dartmoor (2011). 

C. Webster (ed.), The archaeology of south-west England (2008). 

D.M. Griffiths (ed.), The archaeology of Dartmoor: perspectives from the 1990s (1994), chapters by Fleming 

(pp. 101-17), Henderson & Weddell (pp. 119-40), and Allan (pp. 141-7). 

E. Gawne, ‘Field patterns in Widecombe parish and the forest of Dartmoor’, Transactions of the Devonshire 

Association, 102 (1970), pp. 49-69. 

G. Beresford, ‘Three deserted settlements on Dartmoor: a report on the late E. Minter’s excavations’, 

Medieval Archaeology, 23 (1979), pp. 98-158. 

B. K. Roberts and S. Wrathmell, An atlas of rural settlement in England (2000). 

J. Butler, Dartmoor atlas of antiquities, I: the east (1991). 

 North Hall Dig (July 2015). 

 Analysis of tithe map and apportionment data for Widecombe-in-the-Moor. 

 Register of deserted sites. 

 Availability of other resources for landscape archaeology: maps; aerial photos.  

 Introduction to test-pitting. 

 

The built environment 

P. Beacham, Devon buildings (1990). 

N. Alcock and M. Laithwaite, ‘Medieval houses in Devon and their modernisation’, Medieval Archaeology, 

17 (1973), pp. 100-25. 

D.M. Griffiths (ed.), The archaeology of Dartmoor: perspectives from the 1990s (1994), chapter by Thorpe & 

Cox (pp. 241-69). 

T. Gent, ‘The re-excavation of a deserted medieval longhouse at Hutholes, Widecombe-in-the-Moor, 

Dartmoor, Proceedings of the Devon Archaeological Society, 65 (2007), pp. 47-82. 

J. Letts, Smoke-blackened thatch: a unique source of late medieval plant remains from southern England  

(1999). 

C. Gill (ed.), Dartmoor: a new study (1970), chapter by Groves (pp. 182-203). 

N. Orme, The church in Devon, 400-1560 (2013). 

 Register of longhouses in each parish. 

 Features of each longhouse: size; orientation; slope; proximity to water supply, roads, and markets; etc. 

 Tracks and ways linking moorside to longhouse to moor. 

 Availability of maps and aerial photos. 

 Visit Higher Uppacote (if not already!). 

 



Settlement and land use 

C. Gill (ed.), Dartmoor: a new study (1970), chapters by Somers Cocks (pp. 76-99) and Havinden & Wilkinson 

(pp. 139-81). 

H.E. Hallam (ed.), The agrarian history of England and Wales, II: 1086-1350 (1988), three chapters by 

Hatcher. 

E. Miller (ed.), The agrarian history of England and Wales, III: 1348-1500, three chapters by Fox. 

H. C. Darby and R. Welldon-Finn (eds.), The Domesday Geography of south-west England (1967), chapter on 

Devonshire (pp. 223-95). 

D.M. Griffiths (ed.), The archaeology of Dartmoor: perspectives from the 1990s (1994), chapter by Fox (pp. 

149-71). 

H. Fox, Dartmoor’s alluring uplands: transhumance and pastoral management in the middle ages (2012). 

S. Turner and R. Wilson-North, ‘South-west England: rural settlements in the middle ages’, in N. Christie and 

P. Stamper (eds.), Medieval rural settlement: Britain and Ireland, AD 800-1600 (2012), pp. 135-50. 

 Analysis of lay subsidies and tax returns for 1332, 1334, 1377. 

 Analysis of entries in Domesday Book. 

 Maintain up-to-date list of medieval place names. 

 List of Feet of Fines, deeds, IPMs, and manorial records. 

 Contact Duchy of Cornwall Record Office, London: access to account rolls 1337-c.1500 

 Photograph Dartmoor/Lydford accounts and other documents in The National Archives. 

 Plan visit to Challacombe. 

 

Trade and industry 

C. Gill (ed.), Dartmoor: a new study (1970), chapter by Booker (pp. 100-38). 

P. Newman, ‘Tin-working and the landscape of medieval Devon, c. 1150-1700’, in S. Turner (ed.), Medieval 

Devon and Cornwall: shaping an ancient countryside (2006), pp. 123-43. 

P. Newman, The field archaeology of Dartmoor (2011), chapter 8. 

T. Greeves, ‘Devon’s earliest tin coinage roll 1302-3’, Transactions of the Devonshire Association, 135 

(2003), pp. 9-30. 

P. Newman, The Dartmoor tin industry: a field guide (1998). 

J. Hatcher, English tin production and trade before 1550 (1973). 

D.M. Griffiths (ed.), The archaeology of Dartmoor: perspectives from the 1990s (1994), esp. chapter by 

Gerrard (pp. 173-98). 

S. Gerrard, The early British tin industry (2000). 

 Liaise with DTRG. 

 Register of archaeological remains. 

 List of markets and fairs (see website by S. Letters, ‘Gazetteer of markets and fairs’).  

 Research tin mines named in Bovey Tracey accounts for early 16th century. 

 Contact Duchy of Cornwall Record Office: access to lists of tinners 1334-1500? 

 Plan visit for study group. 


